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Demarest Middle School Class Of 2019 Graduation  
by Toby Murphy 

On June 19th, 2019, the Class of 2019 left the 
hallowed hallways of Demarest Middle School 
during the annual graduation exercises. Ms. 
Heather Urban directed the concert band in 
playing processional music as the graduates 
entered the courtyard. Evan Celaj, Class Vice-
President, lead the graduates and attendees in 
the flag salute. Class President, Jonah Lavin, 
then spoke to and introduced the graduates, 
which was followed by remarks from DMS 
Principal Mr. Jonathan Regan. 
District Superintendent, Mr. Michael Fox, 
gave his own kind words and officially 
introduced the graduates. Ms. Diane 
Holzberg, President of the Board of 
Education, then addressed and congratulated 
the graduates. The Class of 2019, represented 
by Class Secretary, Criss Guzman, presented a 
gift of a new American Flag and Demarest 
Middle School flag for the flagpole. An 
additional gift was given to the town library, 
presented by Class Treasurer, Ella Cho. These 
gifts were small tokens of gratitude for all the 
Demarest Middle School community has done 
for the graduates over the past four years. 

Ms. Holzberg and Mr. Fox then awarded the 
graduates their diplomas, signifying the 
culmination of their hard work and 
persistence. Ms. Sara Gatanas and Ms. 
Lorna Infante, PTO Presidents, delivered 
the PTO awards following the diplomas. The 
Leadership Award was given to Gianna 
Galli, and the Citizenship Award was 
presented to Gianna Cantatore. Next, 
Sungmin Kim and Sam Carlin were given 
the Scholarship Award for Academic 
Achievement. Lastly, DEA Presidents, Ms, 
Joanne Werner and Ms. Michelle 
Greenberg presented the Genevieve 
Johnson Academic Growth Award to 
Rebecca Adelman. 

Mr. Regan concluded the ceremony with 
closing remarks, which were promptly 
followed by the concert band performing as 
the graduates processed past friends and 
family. The Class of 2019 is more than ready 
for a successful journey through high school 
and are excited for the endless possibilities 
awaiting them.  



Page 2 

Moving Up Ceremony at Luther Lee Emerson School  
by Sophie Halper, fourth grade 

On June 19, 2019, the Fourth Grade 
Moving Up Ceremony was held. This 
ceremony recognizes the fourth grade 
class as they begin the next step in their 
education. During this ceremony, the 
fourth graders sang songs and received 
diplomas. The songs performed were “The 
Star Spangled Banner,” “Personal Code,” 
“We’re All In This Together,” “Don’t Stop 
Believing,” “Lean on Me,” and “My Shot.”  
In addition, during the Fourth Grade 
Moving Up Ceremony, special awards 
were given. The Math League Contest 
Award was given to Jonathan LeDuc, who 
placed first, Jun Furukawa and Max 
Almeida, who placed second, and Isaac 
Cho, Guy Goren and Theo Jeon, who 
placed third.  The poetry award was given 
to both Jonathan LeDuc and Jordyn 
Patnoi. The Character Award was given to 
Raymond Greiche.  

On display at the Fourth Grade Moving 
Up Ceremony were posters the fourth 
graders made in technology class. The 
posters included pictures of students from 
birth to fourth grade. These posters were 
great to see how students have grown. In 
technology class, the fourth graders had 
to collect pictures of themselves to make a 
poster on Word. The fourth graders 
worked very hard to show what they put 
together. All the teachers and the students 
were dedicated to making the Fourth 
Grade Moving Up Ceremony the best it 
can be. The fourth graders are looking 
forward to moving up from Luther Lee 
Emerson School and heading off to 
Demarest Middle School.  
Congratulations to the Luther Lee 
Emerson School Class of 2019.  
  



 	

Page 3 
Marvelous Mother’s Day and Fantastic  
Father’s Day Celebrations by Ms. Loretta Borghi 

Each year, Kindergarten students at 
County Road School plan wonderful 
celebrations to honor their mothers 
and fathers. The students start early 
by preparing songs with Ms. Ossi 
Mach. Each class also memorizes 
poems and cheers with their teachers 
to make the celebration extra special. 
The students decorate their 
classrooms with many beautiful and 
amazing projects. They also create 
books and make placemats, as well 

as mugs for their moms and key 
chains for their dads. The children 
also love having their moms and dads 
guess which mystery project is about 
them. The students first perform in 
the gym for all of their moms and 
dads. The Kindergarteners then bring 
their parents back to their classrooms 
for a beautiful breakfast where they 
share all of the projects they have 
worked on. This year, it turned out to 
be an especially lovely time for all. 
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Brain Busters Competes by Ms. Bridget DiMartini 
Demarest Brain Busters, led by Ms. Bridget 
DiMartini and Mr. Carl Quillen, had a 
successful season competing this year, which 
came to a close on May 31st at the county-wide 
meet held at Bergen Community College. There 
were 36 teams from 16 towns testing each 
others’ knowledge of social studies, math, 
science, and English. DMS students were one of 
the top eight teams to make it to the semifinals. 
Overall this was a great season for DMS Brain 
Busters.   
This year, the team consisted of Wyatt Besnoy, 
Evan Celaj, Sam Carlin, Mia Fernandez, Netta 
Maresky, Chase Marks, Kurt Onal, Andrew 
Tandler, Harrison White, Katie Koo, Luca 
Dipple,  Romi Riss, Nathan Silver, Juni Kim, 
Luna Lee, Charlie Abisror, Julianne Lee, Sarah 
Kupperman, and Jacob Kupperman. 

DMS Competes in Engineering Design Competition  
by Ms. Bridget DiMartini 

Demarest Middle School took second place overall in the Engineering Design 
Competition hosted by Tenafly High School held on March 20th. Eleven teams, 
consisting of sixth to eighth graders, were challenged to build an apparatus that could 
extend and lift a maximum amount of weight. The team successfully lifted 820 grams 
with the next closest team lifting 365 grams. The Demarest team, led by Ms. DiMartini 
and Ms. Fortunato, consisted of Nathan Silver, Luna Lee, Katie Koo, Kurt Onal, Riley 
Person and Andrew Tandler. The group also excelled in Cad, Prototype Construction, 
Science Lab, Engineering Design Documentation, and Presentation.		
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State Finals by Ms. Joanne Werner 

The Science and Engineering Team at Demarest Middle School had a strong showing at the 
New Jersey Science Olympiad State finals on March 12th. The competition took place at 
Middlesex County College in Union and involved many teams from across the state. During 
the finals, students participated in 24 events involving science, technology, and engineering 
components. This year the following groups earned medals in their events:   
6th place: Crimebusters  by Lauren Cha, 8th grade, and Luna Lee, 7th grade; 
5th place: Battery Buggy by Andrew Tandler, 8th grade, and Tei Kim; 6th grade, 3rd place:  
Solar System by Juni Kim, 7th grade, and Tei Kim, 6th grade. 

Math Pirates at Mathcounts Competition by Hannah Lee, 8th grade 

On February 9th, the Demarest Middle School Pirates, led by Ms. Sunny Lew, went to 
Bergen Community College to compete in the Bergen and Hudson County Chapter of the 
Mathcounts Competition. The competition consisted of three rounds, target, sprint, and 
team, followed by the countdown round. In addition, contestants participated in an activity 
involving critical thinking riddles. The Pirates placed ninth out of the thirty five schools 
that attended, and the team enjoyed the opportunity to test their deep thinking skills. 
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LLE Courtyard Planting  
By Kathleen Forma and Alexis Brisman 
On Thursday, June 6th, the third and 
fourth graders participated in a planting 
event at Luther Lee Emerson School’s very 
own courtyard. Each child was given their 
own job, ranging from weeding to 
planting. The students planted some 
plants that were grown in the classroom 
and perennials that, over time, will 
become delicious harvested vegetables 
and beautiful blossoms. This activity is 
good for the environment and is fun as 
well. This year’s garden features string 
beans, squash, tomatoes, and lettuces. 
Additionally, flowering plants were added 
to the courtyard, such as hydrangeas and 
various perennial flowers. Students were 
able to transfer eggplants and cucumbers 
from the fourth grade hydroponic indoor 
garden to the courtyard.     
 

The hope is that planting and harvesting 
fruits and vegetables from the courtyard and 
classroom will inspire future gardeners. 
Third graders that enjoy this experience will 
have an opportunity to join the LLE Green 
Team in the fall.  This group, orchestrated by 
Ms. Kathleen Forma, allows students in 
fourth grade to come up with new ways to 
nurture a healthy environment and promotes 
“Green Thinking”. 
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This past February, students in sixth and 
seventh grade experienced history like 
never before. Mr. Joseph Polvere’s sixth 
grade Ancient Civilizations class 
participated in a Greek Symposium, and 
Mr. Andrew Lefer’s seventh grade 
American History class held a 
Socratic Seminar about the series of 
events that led to the American 
Revolution. 

Mr. Polvere’s classroom hosted famous 
Greeks from the past as part of the 
Greek Symposium. Students studied 
philosophers, playwrights, and 
politicians from locations such as 
ancient Athens. Students researched the 
person of their choice and wrote 
speeches, which most students 
committed to memory. Some humor was 
involved as they boasted about why they 
were the best historical figure from 
Greece. All students were required to 
bring in props and show why those 
props were important in the 
presentation. Some students decided to 
wear a costume. It was one of the most 
engaging days of the year in class, and 
the students did an amazing job. 

History Comes to Life  
by Mr. Joseph Polvere, 6th Grade Social Studies Teacher, 
and Mr. Andrew Lefer, 7th  Grade Social Studies Teacher 

In seventh grade social studies, “No 
taxation without representation” is one 
of the first concepts students learn. It 
was the main slogan during the war for 
independence, but what does it really 
mean? Students in Mr. Lefer’s class set 
out to find the answer, along with 
learning about the series of events that 
led to the American Revolution by 
engaging in a multi-day Socratic 
Seminar. Students asked thoughtful 
questions, reveled in learning new ideas, 
and came to major conclusions about 
colonial anger towards British taxation 
during the 1760s. The undercurrent of 
revolutionary ideas was evident to all 
who participated and the students agree 
that there was much more to our 
improbable victory against England than 
simply stating, “No taxation without 
representation”. 
As you can see, Demarest Middle School 
is bringing history to life.  
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